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Good Shepherd Friends, 
 

As we pause to celebrate Thanksgiving, let us turn to God and give thanks for the many blessings in our lives, 
which we too often can take for granted. Let us give thanks for the foods we eat, for the shelter of a home that 
keeps us warm and protected, for our friends and family through whom we experience God's love for us, for 
our faith that keeps us grounded when the storms of life come our way and which keeps us focused on what is 
most important in life, for our Good Shepherd community that helps us to follow Jesus and the Way of love 
that he has shown us.  
 
I share with you the prayer below that reminds us that not all have what we have, and the importance of 
looking out for those who don't. 
 
Remembering Others 
O God, when we have food, 
help us to remember the hungry; 
When we have work, 
help us to remember the jobless; 
When we have a home, 
help us to remember those who have no home at all; 
When we are without pain, 
help us to remember those who suffer, 
and remembering, 
help us to destroy our complacency, 
bestir our compassion, 
and be concerned enough to help; 
by word and deed, 
those who cry out for what we take for granted. 
- Samuel F. Pugh 

 

Happy Thanksgiving! 

  
Peace, 
   Pastor Dan 
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A FEW NOTES & REMINDERS 

 

 
1. There will be a Thanksgiving Eucharist tonight 
beginning at 7pm. Tomorrow there will be a free 
Thanksgiving meal served in the church Hall 
beginning at 1pm. All are welcome. 
 

2. This coming Sunday, December 1, we will 
recognize with a prayer and a blessing those who 
are celebrating their birthdays and anniversaries in 
the month of December. 
 

3. This coming Sunday there will be Sunday School, 
and the Sunday Nursery will be open. 
 
4. This is a reminder to please return your 2025 
pledge form to the church, if you have not already 
done so. If you are unable to make a pledge this year 
due to your financial position, please indicate that 
on the pledge form and return it. You may place 
your pledge form in the offertory box on Sunday or 
mail it to the church.  
 
5. If you have parish information to pass on to the 
Good Shepherd community in our weekly 
newsletter ("Along the Way"), please submit the 
information to our office manager Cathi Maurice or 
to Pastor Dan. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY READINGS 

CLICK HERE 

VESTRY MINUTES 

CLICK HERE 
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Current Happenings 
W E E K L Y  U P D A T E 
 

2025 Stewardship Pledge Drive Update 

Thank you to those of you who have returned your 2025 pledge forms. So far, we have received 53 pledges 

totaling $113,365. If you have not yet done so, please return your completed pledge forms to the church as soon 

as possible by placing them in the offering box in the church or by mailing them to the church. Extra pledge 

packets are available in the back of the church and on our church website. Thank you!   

  

Christmas Flower and Decoration Donations 

Donations to the Church Flower Fund, on the occasion of Christmas, can be made in memory of a deceased 

loved one or in thanksgiving for blessings in your life. Donation forms are available at the entrances of the 

church and on our church website. Your donations will help us to decorate the church for the celebration of 

God’s abiding presence in our lives. The names of those in whose name donations are made will appear in the 

Christmas Service Booklets. Please return the form and your donation to the church by Sunday, December 15. 

Thank you! 

  

Birthday and Anniversary Blessings 

On the first Sunday of the month we recognize, with a special blessing at our Sunday Services, those who are 

celebrating their birthdays and anniversaries during that month. On Sunday, December 1, we will celebrate with 

those who have December birthdays and anniversaries. 

  

The Next Vestry Meeting 

The next meeting of the Vestry will take place on Thursday, December 12, beginning at 6:00pm. If you would 

like to submit possible agenda items for consideration, you can do so through Becky Hansen (Senior Warden) or 

Pastor Dan by December 5. 

  

Our Christmas Services 

Our Worship Services in celebration of Christmas will be held on Christmas Eve at 4:30pm (Family Service with 

children’s participation in the telling of the Christmas Story) and 8pm (Traditional Candlelight Service – with 

prelude music beginning at 7:40), and at 10am on Christmas Day (Traditional Service). The 8pm Service will 

also be on Facebook Live (beginning at 7:40pm), and a link to the recorded 8pm Christmas Eve Service will be 

emailed to those on our church email list following the 8pm Service. 

  

Annual Good Shepherd Guild Christmas Fair  

On Saturday, December 7 from 9am-2pm, the Good Shepherd Guild is holding its annual Christmas Fair. We 

have been working on crafts, but we need your help with some of our other offerings. Used Christmas items 

(good time to clean out), new and used jewelry (jewelry donations to be dropped off at least one week prior to 

fair), new and gently used scarves, new and like new gift items for all ages of children and adults for the 

Children’s Shopping Room. Start collecting these items at home and bring them to the Church at least a week 

before the Fair so that we can sort and organize. We will also offer a variety of Crafts and Gift Baskets made and 

put together by the Good Shepherd Guild. All parishioners will receive a letter with all the details, raffle tickets 

and additional requests for the Baked Goods Table. Your baked goods should be brought to church on Friday 

(December 6) from 11am till 4pm. Your help, especially your attendance and letting people know about the Fair, 

is greatly appreciated. We are in need of anyone who could stand in for just an hour or so to provide a break for 

those working the tables. See you at the Christmas Fair!  

  

Christmas Gift Cards for Children of Families in Need 

Please consider donating a Christmas gift card to help children of local families in need.  A gift card of any 

amount will help. The most helpful gift cards are from Target and Walmart. Gift cards can be placed in the gift 

card basket in the back of the church or mailed to the church through December 8. Thank you! 

 

 

 



Parish Thanksgiving Service 

There will be a Parish Thanksgiving Service on Wednesday, November 27 at 7pm. All are welcome to gather 

and together give thanks for the many blessings God has bestowed upon us, including our parish family. 

Thanksgiving Day can be very busy with many details to attend to; the Parish Thanksgiving Service is a good 

way to make sure that thanking God is part of our Thanksgiving celebration. The Thanksgiving Eve Service will 

also be available online through Facebook Live, and the recorded Service will be made available following the 

live Service. 

  

The Good Shepherd’s Table Thanksgiving Day Meal 

On Thanksgiving Day (November 28) there will once again be a Thanksgiving meal served in the Church Hall at 

1pm, preceded by a prayer service in the church at 12:30. All are welcome to share in this meal, which is open to 

the public. Please help us let others know about this opportunity, especially those who may be alone for 

Thanksgiving. 

  

Mid-Week Eucharist 

On Wednesdays at Noon, there is a celebration of the Eucharist in the church, which is open to all. This is an 

opportunity to gather for prayer and reflection; and be reminded of God’s presence between Sundays. For those 

on your lunch break, the celebration of the mid-week Eucharist is approximately 20 minutes. There will not be a 

mid-week Service on Wednesday, December 11 and 25. 

  

The Good Shepherd Food Pantry to Close 

Tuesday, December 3 from 3-6pm, The Good Shepherd Food Pantry will be open for the last time. This decision 

was made due to the opening of the new Damiens Food Pantry facility earlier this year. About 80% of those who 

used to come to our Good Shepherd Pantry now go to Damien’s. For more information about the closing of our 

food pantry, please refer to the letter Pastor Dan emailed parishioners on November 4. Until then, we are still 

looking for donations of cereal, toilet paper (4 packs), and individually packaged paper towels. Donations to the 

Food Pantry can be dropped off on Thursday afternoons from 2:00-4:00 or can be left in the back of the church 

on Sunday mornings.  

  

Please Stay Home When You’re Not Feeling Well 

This is a reminder that if you have covid or another contagious illness, please do not come to the church. 

Basically, if you are not feeling well, please stay home. It is important that you stay home and rest, and it is 

important that we be vigilant in order not to spread viruses with one another. Remember, the 10am Sunday 

Service is offered on Facebook Live every Sunday, and the link to the recorded Service is sent to those on our 

church email list following the live Service. Stay home, rest, and participate online. 

 

Sunday School  

Sunday School is held during the first half of our 10am Sunday Service on the 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month. 

The Sunday School is located in the church meeting room, in the office area. All Sunday School volunteers have 

undergone CORI background checks and received training, including the Safe Church training required by the 

Episcopal Church for all those who work with children. Please contact Pastor Dan for more information. The 

registration form can be downloaded from our Good Shepherd website (www.goodshepherdwareham.org). 

  

The Good Shepherd Sunday Nursery  

The Good Shepherd Sunday Nursery (for children through kindergarten age) is open during our 10am Sunday 

Services. Children are most welcome in the church, but the nursery will be available for them as well. Children 

can arrive at the nursery beginning at 9:50am and the nursery will close 10 minutes after the conclusion of the 

10am Service. The Sunday Nursery is located on the third floor of the church, which can be accessed at the top 

of the church office stairwell in the back of the church building, through the door (marked Sunday Nursery). All 

nursery volunteers have undergone CORI background checks and received training, including the Safe Church 

training required by the Episcopal Church for all those who work with children. If you have questions about the 

nursery or would like to volunteer, please contact the church office (508-295-2840). The registration form can be 

downloaded from our Good Shepherd website (www.goodshepherdwareham.org). The Sunday Nursery will be 

closed on December 29. 

http://www.goodshepherdwareham.org/
http://www.goodshepherdwareham.org/


  

Good & Green Team: Meetings & Collection 

Our monthly meetings take place on the 3rd Sunday of the month from 9-9:45am in the Church Hall. All are 

welcome! For more information on who we are and some “green” tips, visit the Good Shepherd web site: 

https://goodshepherdwareham.org/green-team/.  Every 3rd Sunday of the month, the Good and Green Team 

collects 5 cent redeemable cans and bottles, and used sneakers; which help us raise money for sustainable efforts 

in our church. You can bring them in and leave them in the Church Hall before, between and after our Sunday 

Services. Thank you!  

  

WCTV Sunday Service Coverage 

WCTV, the Wareham local access channel, will now be broadcasting recordings of our Sunday Services. The 

recorded Services will air a week later. WCTV can be found on Comcast channel 9 and Verizon channel 30. This 

is a good way to share Jesus’ message of love and compassion with our Wareham community, and also let 

people know about our Good Shepherd community. 

  

Prayer Request Book 

In the back of the church on Sunday mornings, there is a Prayer Request Book. As you come into the church 

each Sunday, you are welcome to record in the Prayer Request Book the names of those who need prayers. 

During the prayers of the people, we pray for “all those whose names have been recorded in the Prayer Request 

Book.” 

  

Sunday Coffee Hour  

Every Sunday, following the 10am Sunday Service, coffee hour is held in the Church Hall. Coffee hour is an 

opportunity for us to further get to know one another and share our lives with one another. The wearing of a 

facemask is welcome, for those who choose to wear one. Like all other indoor church functions, if you are not 

feeling well, please do not participate at coffee hour. 

 

Good Shepherd Table  

Good Shepherd's Table serves a free in-person meal, which is open to the public, every Thursday at 4:30pm. 

Take-out meals are available from 4:30-4:45pm for those who choose not to eat indoors with others. Like all 

other indoor church functions, if you are not feeling well, please do not participate in the Good Shepherd Table 

indoor dining. 

 

Pastoral Care 

If you would like yourself or someone else placed on the Good Shepherd prayer list, please contact me (Pastor 

Dan). The Good Shepherd prayer group prays daily for those on the prayer list. If you need or would like a 

pastoral visit from the priest, please let me know. My contact information can be found below and is also on the 

back of the weekly Sunday Service Booklet. The only way I know that you need a pastoral visit is if you let me 

know. You might want to keep my contact information (cell # 603-953-3659 for emergencies) somewhere 

handy, so you know where to find it if the need arises.  Pastor Dan  

  

Contacting Pastor Dan 

You can contact me by email (pastor.dan.bernier@gmail.com), by calling the church number (508-295-2840) 

and leaving a message, or if it is an urgent matter by calling me through my cell phone (603-953-3659).  Pastor 

Dan 

 

Please “Like” us on Facebook 

Please like us on Facebook (“Church of the Good Shepherd Wareham”) so we can get the word out about what is 

happening in our parish community, especially about our Facebook Live Services

https://goodshepherdwareham.org/green-team/
mailto:pastor.dan.bernier@gmail.com

