
2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14 
 

When the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah 
and Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. Elijah said to Elisha, "Stay here; for 
the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel." But Elisha said, "As the LORD lives, 
and as you yourself live, I will not leave you." So they went down to Bethel. 
 

Then Elijah said to him, "Stay here; for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan." 
But he said, "As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you." 
So the two of them went on. Fifty men of the company of prophets also went, 
and stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing by the 
Jordan. Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up, and struck the water; the 
water was parted to the one side and to the other, until the two of them crossed 
on dry ground. 
 

When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, "Tell me what I may do for you, 
before I am taken from you." Elisha said, "Please let me inherit a double share 
of your spirit." He responded, "You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see 
me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will not." As 
they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire 
separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 
Elisha kept watching and crying out, "Father, father! The chariots of Israel and 
its horsemen!" But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his own 
clothes and tore them in two pieces. 
 

He picked up the mantle of Elijah that had fallen from him, and went back and 
stood on the bank of the Jordan. He took the mantle of Elijah that had fallen 
from him, and struck the water, saying, "Where is the LORD, the God of Elijah?" 
When he had struck the water, the water was parted to the one side and to 
the other, and Elisha went over. 
 

Psalm 16 
 

1 Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you; * 
I have said to the LORD, "You are my Lord, 
my good above all other." 

2 All my delight is upon the godly that are in the land, * 
upon those who are noble among the people. 

3 But those who run after other gods * 
shall have their troubles multiplied. 

4 Their libations of blood I will not offer, * 
nor take the names of their gods upon my lips. 

5 O LORD, you are my portion and my cup; * 
it is you who uphold my lot. 

6 My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; * 
indeed, I have a goodly heritage. 

7 I will bless the LORD who gives me counsel; * 
my heart teaches me, night after night. 

8 I have set the LORD always before me; * 
because he is at my right hand I shall not fall. 

9 My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; * 
my body also shall rest in hope. 

10 For you will not abandon me to the grave, * 
nor let your holy one see the Pit. 



11 You will show me the path of life; * 
in your presence there is fullness of joy, 
and in your right hand are pleasures for evermore. 

 
  
 
Luke 9:51-62 
 
When the days drew near for Jesus to be taken up, he set his face to go to 
Jerusalem. And he sent messengers ahead of him. On their way they entered 
a village of the Samaritans to make ready for him; but they did not receive 
him, because his face was set toward Jerusalem. When his disciples James 
and John saw it, they said, "Lord, do you want us to command fire to come 
down from heaven and consume them?" But he turned and rebuked them. 
Then they went on to another village. 
 

As they were going along the road, someone said to him, "I will follow you 
wherever you go." And Jesus said to him, "Foxes have holes, and birds of the 
air have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head." To another 
he said, "Follow me." But he said, "Lord, first let me go and bury my father." 
But Jesus said to him, "Let the dead bury their own dead; but as for you, go 
and proclaim the kingdom of God." Another said, "I will follow you, Lord; but 
let me first say farewell to those at my home." Jesus said to him, "No one who 
puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God." 
 


